Passive euthanasia in dementia: killing ... or letting die?
A sample of carers was asked to complete a self-administered questionnaire designed to collect information about carers' characteristics and obtain their views on passive euthanasia. Each carer was given an information sheet about the study, which included a detailed and clear account for the different types of euthanasia. The study showed a strong support for passive euthanasia from the non-professional carers of dementia patients. The strongest support was for the idea of a 'Living Will'. Having previous experience in looking after other people with dementia would appear to influence carers' perception of passive euthanasia. The subject of passive euthanasia and its ramifications for sufferers, carers and professionals warrants further exploration.